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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.56, the attention of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the references listed in the attached Form PTO/SB/08A. Copies of the listed 
references are enclosed. 

Applicant submits these references so that the Patent and Trademark Office may, in the 
first instance, determine any materiality thereof to the claimed invention. It is respectfully 
requested that the listed references be formally considered during the prosecution of this 
application, be made of record herein, and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to 
issue herefrom. 

The attached references were first cited in a communication from a foreign patent office 
in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of this 
information disclosure statement. Pursuant to MPEP § 609 IIL(A)(3), an English language 
translation of an action from a foreign patent office citing reference (1) is attached as reference 
(2). An English language abstract of reference (1) is also attached. 


Sir: 


Serial ^o.: 09/404,923 



Attorney Docket No.00392 1.001 44 


The Commissioner is authorized to charge our Deposit Account No. 19-9733 for the fee 
required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(p). 


BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 
1001 G Street, N.W., 1 1*^ Floor 
Washington, D.C. 20001-4597 
(202) 824-3000 

Date: June 9, 2003 
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